
 

 

 
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2020  

7:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held in the Council Chamber of the 
Municipal Building on Monday, January 6, 2020, 2019, at 7:00 PM. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell 
Councilwoman Meghan Carta   

 Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. 
Councilman Darnell Ford 
Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr. 

Councilman Vincent Loffredo 
Councilman Antony Mangiafico  
Councilman Edward McKeon 
Councilman Eugene Nocera 
Councilman Philip Pessina  
Councilwoman Linda Salafia 

         
Also Present: Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair  

Linda Reed, Council Clerk 
Daniel Ryan, Esq., Corporation Counsel  
Officer Matthew Silvestrini, Middletown Police, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Barbara Knoll Peterson, Mayorôs Administrative Assistant 
Brig Smith, Esq., General Counsel   
 

Members of the Public:  10 
 

1. Call to Order 

 
Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. He leads the public in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
The Clerk reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a 
legal meeting. 
 
The Chair welcomes the public to the regular meeting of the Common Council. The Chair reminds the 
Councilmembers to turn on microphones before speaking so that all comments can be captured in the 
recording.  

 
2. Accept/Amend the Agenda 
 

 The Chair asks for any motions to accept or amend the agenda. Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to 
accept the agenda, as presented. Councilman Vincent Loffredo seconds the motion. 
 

 There being no discussion the Chair calls for a vote. The motion to accept the agenda, as presented, is 
unanimously approved with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, 
Gennaro, Loffredo, McKeon, Mangiafico, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia).  The matter is approved.  

 
3. Approval of Minutes: Regular meeting of November 4, 2019 at 7:00 PM 
 

The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 4, 2019, at 7:00 
PM.  
 

 Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 4, 2019 
at 7:00 PM. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. There being no discussion, the Chair calls for 
a vote. The motion is approved with 11 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, 
E. Ford, Gennaro, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia) and one (1) abstention 
(Councilman Loffredo). The matter is approved.  
  

4. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting (Biennial Meeting) of November 12, 2019 at 7:00 PM 
 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Biennial Meeting) of 
November 12, 2019 at 7:00 PM. 
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 Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Biennial Meeting) of 
November 12, 2019 at 7:00 PM. Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. seconds the motion. There being no 
discussion, the Chair calls for a vote. The motion is approved with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers 
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, 
and Salafia). The matter is approved.  

 
5. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting (Organizational Meeting) of November 14, 2019 at 6:00 PM 
 

The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Organizational Meeting) of 
November 14, 2019 at 6:00 PM. 
 

 Councilman Philip Pessina moves to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Organizational 
Meeting) of November 14, 2019 at 6:00 PM. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion. There 
being no discussion, the Chair calls for a vote. The motion is approved with 12 aye votes 
(Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, 
Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.  

 
6. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting (Questions to Directors) of December 2, 2019 at 6:00 PM 

 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Questions to Directors) of 
December 2, 2019 at 6:00 PM. 
 
Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Questions to 
Directors) of December 2, 2019 at 6:00 PM. Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell seconds the motion. 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a vote. The motion is approved with 12 aye votes 
(Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, 
Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.  

 
7. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting (Ethics Workshop) of December 2, 2019 at 6:30 PM 
 

The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Ethics Workshop) of 
December 2, 2019 at 6:30 PM. 
 
Councilman Philip Pessina moves to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting (Ethics Workshop) of 
December 2, 2019 at 6:30 PM. Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell seconds the motion. There being 
no discussion, the Chair calls for a vote. The motion is approved with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers 
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, 
and Salafia). The matter is approved.  

 
8. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of December 2, 2019 at 7:00 PM 
 

The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 2, 2019 at 7:00 
PM. 
 
Councilman Darnell Ford moves to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 2, 2019 at 
7:00 PM. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a 
vote. The motion is approved with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. 
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The matter is approved.  

 
9. Public Hearing ï Opens 

 
The Chair opens the public hearing on any agenda items at 7:08 PM.  He invites anyone wishing to speak 
to come to podium. He asks that speaks state their name and address for the record and that comments 
are limited to a five (5) minutes.  

 
10. Public Hearing -- Closes 

 
There being no public comment, the Chair closes the public hearing on agenda items is closed at 7:09 
PM. 

 
11. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of 

Finance ï NONE 
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12. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval 

 
A. City Clerkôs Certificate 

APPROVED 
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B. Monthly Reports -- Finance Department: Transfer Report to December 20, 2019 
APPROVED 
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C. Grant Confirmation & Approval ï Health ï continuing education and training for 
certified food inspectors: $2,998 

APPROVED 
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D. Grant Confirmation & Approval ï Health ï to purchase food safety supplies, enabling 
Health Department to remain current with food safety standards per FDA guidelines: 
$2,000 

APPROVED 
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E. Grant Confirmation & Approval: -- Recreation & Community Services ï funds to 
purchase toys for Bernie OôRourke Detroit Hunter Holiday Toy Drive: $3,000 

APPROVED 
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F. Grant Confirmation & Approval ï Board of Education ï miscellaneous grants: 
$747,597.73 

APPROVED 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


